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North-western Provinces* The mercantile and professional com-
munity regarded him as a ruler thoroughly understanding, from
arduous experience, the many needs of the country. The official
classes rejoiced that, as one was to be chosen from among their
ranks for the supreme command, the choice had fallen upon a
really able and competent man, who would do justice to the
selection, and acquit himself well, whatever might betide, in his
lofty though difficult sphere. The heart throbbed and the pulse
beat high with those ambitious men, happily numerous in
India, who expected to carve out their career by the force of
will and intellect, and knew that their new ruler would impar-
tially discern merit and demerit. Other Governors-General had
possessed personal capacity and an insight into human charac-
ter, but could gain only by degrees that Indian experience of
which they were necessarily destitute. Here was one who
to at least an equal ability joined a long acquaintance with
both the work and the men who were to perform it. Soon,
however, the envious few began to say that he would haxdly
receive full support from the Government in England during
the conjunctures and controversies incidental to Indian admini-
stration, not having been conspicuous in any of the English
political parties. It was sometimes added, in disparaging tones,
that he had been appointed only because war was at that
moment deemed likely to spread along the Indus frontier, and
he was the fittest man to cope with such emergencies. In so far
as this reason, among others, may have weighed with the
English authorities, it constituted, not any disparagement, but,
on the contrary, the best tribute to his fame.

I had just made over the charge of the Central Provinces
to Colonel Elliot, when John Lawrence arrived at Calcutta; and
he summoned me to meet him there. I stayed with Mm at
Government House for a short time before returning to the
Central Provinces, on Colonel Elliot being appointed Governor-
General^ Agent in Eajputana. Thus, I became acquainted
with the views, policy and intentions in regard to the coming
administration, of one who was the new Governor-General and
my old master.